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Guwahati: Ministry of environment, forest and climate change, in
an affidavit to the National Green Tribunal (NGT), said no proposal
seeking forest clearance for non-forestry activities within the
Sonai Rupai Wildlife Sanctuary in Sonitpur district was found.

The ministry stated in the affidavit that prior approval of the
Central govt under Section-2 (1)(ii) of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam
Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 is required for carrying out any
non-forestry activity on forest land. “That as per sub office
Guwahati of Regional Office Shillong, no proposal seeking forest
clearance with respect to the instant matter is available with
them,” the deponent added.

Hemen Hazarika, posted as scientist “E” at the sub-office, Guwahati under regional office Shillong, ministry of
environment, forest and climate change, stated in the affidavit that the land is a subject of state govt and the
forest areas and the legal boundaries thereof are determined and maintained by the state govt concerned.

The deponent further stated that state govt has the primary responsibility to determine status of any parcel of
land, giving due regard to gazette notifications, provisions under state and central acts and concerned
judgments and directions of the Apex Court.

We also published the following articles recently
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1,734 sq km of forests lost to devpt activities in 10 years: GovtThe government informed that nearly 1,734 sq km of
forest area was lost in the last decade due to development activities. However, compensatory afforestation led to
an overall forest cover increase of around 21,762 sq km in 2021 compared to 2011. The highest diversions were in
MP, followed by Odisha, Telangana, Gujarat, and Arunachal Pradesh.112385437
Will govt reclaim encroached forests in 30 days? Data paints grim pictureKarnataka's forest minister Eshwar
Khandre ordered a crackdown on forest encroachments and illegal structures, aiming to reclaim 1.5 lakh acres.
Past efforts have cleared only 12.2% of encroachments. Conservationists doubt the feasibility, citing political
backing and sensitivity of the land issue. Critics demand consistent reviews rather than a deadline for eviction
efforts.112330094
Environment ministry proposes new rules for faster air and water pollution complaint resolutionThe environment
ministry issued draft notification rules for the timely handling of air- and water-related pollution complaints by
adjudicating officers in states and Union territories. This move aims to reduce lengthy court proceedings. The
ministry also proposed exempting non-polluting industries in the white category from certain consent
requirements to enhance ease of doing business.112296366


